News from the Office of Community Affairs
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The 6th grade students at Saxton Middle School are reading “Pay It Forward” by Catherine Ryan
Hyde. “Pay it Forward” is a global initiative that exists to make a difference by creating a huge
ripple of kindness. One way of connecting the students to the movement of paying it forward was
to organize a food drive to serve the Patchogue and Medford communities. The Family Center
met with the 6th grade classes prior to the food drive to discuss their role. Students then toured
the Family Center’s food pantry, drafted emails and announcements and organized and collected
food donations. All food donations were given to the Family Center to be distributed to our
community.

Thank
you
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The Stony Brook pediatric and general practice dental residents provided oral health education to
our elementary students. In January and February, they gave oral health presentations and
distributed oral health kits to all students in 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grades.
Stony Brook is now in the second phase of their visit. They are providing oral health care to our
students using their state-of-the-art Mobile Dental Clinic that is equipped to provide oral health
screenings, dental cleanings and fluoride treatments.

The Patchogue Lioness Lions Foundation will be providing vision screenings as a community
service during the month of May at the elementary schools.
The Family Center is helping coordinate the Patchogue Lioness Lion’s
with their annual vision screenings
for all elementary students during
the month of May.

Your Efforts Count!

Donate your used glasses, including sunglasses and
reading glasses. Patchogue Lions Club collection boxes
will be placed at each school next month.
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New Vaping Out Program
Peer mediators at Oregon Middle School were trained on the dangers of vaping and activities
they can do with their peers to turn-key this information. Our peer mediators will create posters
explaining why vaping is dangerous and share interesting facts about vaping or substance use
during the morning announcements. Our peer mediators will then be able to share the tools they
learned with their peers doing push-in's during restorative circle. They will play a fun game or
activity with the class to address what was learned during their training.

Youth Produce Program

Patchogue-Medford School District was selected to
participate in the Youth Produce Program (YPP) which
began in February and will run until December 2022. (The
program will be put on pause during the summer). The YPP
has been delivering fresh produce to students and their
families within our district that signed up for this aid. We
currently have 71 families enrolled in this program. The
students who are enrolled receive a variety of fresh produce every other week, and learn about
each type of produce and the different ways to prepare it. The program strives to involve the
students in the learning process of food preparation which will hopefully pique their interest in
trying new foods. In addition to providing access to fresh produce, an Island Harvest Nutritionist
will visit on April 7th to teach the parents about the benefits of eating healthy and how to
incorporate more fruits and vegetables into their daily meals. During the Nutritionist’s visit,
parents will receive a gift and see a live presentation using fresh fruits and vegetables.

Will Alvarado

