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GRADUATION CEREMONY FOR CLASS OF 2020 TO BE HELD AT HIGH SCHOOL!
Tribute to Our Seniors in Lights — Friday, May 15, 2020 at 9:00 p.m.
Class of 2020 Parade Tribute — Friday, May 29, 2020 at 3:00 p.m.
A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
*** SPECIAL CLASS OF 2020 INFORMATION ***
Thank you for your patience as we have taken the necessary time to develop the best plans for
year-end events for our seniors. As you can imagine, there are many difficult decisions that
must be made over the next thirty days and we certainly wanted to consider the thoughts of
our seniors in our decisions. Last week, we conducted a survey of our seniors. We are
pleased that over five hundred seniors participated in the survey. They clearly indicated that
they wanted a live graduation ceremony as opposed to a virtual ceremony. We are delighted Donna Jones, Ed.D.
to inform you that the Class of 2020 graduation will be live and will take place on the High School
grounds in movie theatre format! It will be safe and socially distant but will also provide us an
opportunity to offer the students a more acceptable ceremony. Parents will be able to join their
graduates via car. Within the next week, seniors will receive a letter from Dr. Rusielewicz with additional
details. As we approach the month of June, we will need to clean out lockers, return books and other items,
including uniforms, instruments, etc. There will certainly be much activity and we intend to keep you updated
on each of the next steps.
To further honor the Class of 2020, we are very excited to provide a car parade that will cover the entire
community in order to recognize our graduates in a very special way. Board of Education Members, District
Office Administrators and High School staff will honor our seniors in a procession throughout Patchogue and
Medford. Additional details will be forthcoming over the next week.
We have also purchased the Class of 2020 graduate lawn signs that will be provided to all seniors! Any
family who has purchased a sign will receive a refund. It is a small token of our appreciation for enduring this
very trying time. Please stay tuned for more updates in the weeks to come. Please also take note in the
pages to follow of other very important year end information.

Additional Important Year End High School Updates for Juniors & Seniors
Senior Tribute Tonight
We are delighted to
celebrate the Class of
2020 at 9:00 p.m. this
evening by turning on
the lights at Raider
Stadium. Please take
pictures at your homes
of your
seniors and
send
them
to
#PMHSturnonthelights.

Caps, Gowns & Yearbooks
Caps, gowns, and yearbooks will
be distributed together during the
first week of June. More
information to follow. Anyone who
has not purchased a cap and
gown will be able to do so during
this time at a cost of $41.00
payable by cash or money order
only. Yearbooks can still be
purchased online at the High
School webpage.

Junior, Senior Proms & ROTC Banquet
At the current time, the Junior Prom,
Senior Prom and ROTC Banquet have not
been cancelled. A decision will be made
within the next two weeks as to whether
these events can proceed. We will
consider
the
following
in
that
determination: 1) We need at least 14-18
days prior to the event to collect money
for tickets to guarantee a minimum number
of guests, and 2) We must adhere to all of
Governor Cuomo’s directives.
Continued on page 2

PATCHOGUE-MEDFORD UFSD
Continued Additional Important Year End
High School Updates for Juniors & Seniors
Scholarships & Awards
Scholarships and Awards ceremony will take place
as scheduled on Thursday, June 4, EXCEPT that it
will be a virtual ceremony due to time constraints
and because the pre-planning for this event is
massive. Additional information will follow within the
upcoming weeks.
Junior Class Rings
Junior Class rings will be distributed to students
during the first week of June.
Locker Clean-Out
All locker (school, gym, sports, and team)
clean-outs will take place during the weeks of June
15 and June 22. All marching band uniforms,
senior instruments, course books, novels,
calculators, compasses, and rulers will be returned
at this time. Additional procedures to follow in the
upcoming weeks.

Senior Art Work
All senior artwork will be available to be picked up
during the weeks of locker clean-out.
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The Possibilities Looking Ahead
IF the Senior Day and Senior Prom are
cancelled, we will offer several events as
alternatives:
1) If Senior Day is cancelled, we will
invite the Class of 2020 back to the
High School for a “Winter Barbecue” to
celebrate “Summer in Winter” in late
December when students are home
from college. It will be a day to meet
with all teachers, have yearbooks
signed, and catch-up with peers.
2) We will also invite the Class of 2020
back for their very own Senior Day
“throwback” in June 2021. This will be
a separate event from the Class of
2021’s Senior Day.
3) If the Senior Prom is cancelled, we will
offer to host a Class of 2020 prom in
January or February of 2021. There
will be a cost to potential guests, which
also requires a minimum number of
paid guests if the event is to proceed.

Barton Student Fundraising for Two Organizations
Barton student, Sam Pannulla (shown right), recently started a fundraising campaign. She indicated
that she was getting bored at home and wanted to do something special to spread kindness during
this difficult time. With the assistance of her mom’s company, Sam began to create keepsake jewelry
items to show her appreciation for family and friends. This was her special way of staying connected
to her community during the pandemic. Her mom’s company donated the supplies
after she made some and her friends and family wanted to pay her for the special
bracelets. Sam donated all proceeds of non-perishable food items to Island
Harvest in order to assist with the food needs of the community. This week, Sam
prepared more than 300 bracelets and received more than 200 non-perishable
food items!
Currently, Sam is making bracelets for the seniors because, “I know how bad I
feel that I am missing out on my last year at Barton so I’m making
PatMed2020Strong Cuffs”. For these bracelets, Sam would like to collect money
for a charity called Beads of Courage, that is dedicated to improving the quality of life for children and
teens coping with serious illness.
Way to go Sam! We’re very proud of you!
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Patchogue Village Restaurants Partner With Bay During Pandemic
Restaurants of the Patchogue Village have been helping those in need throughout the community.
Since this pandemic started they have been providing food for employees at Long Island Community
Hospital and Stony Brook Hospital. Recently, they reached out Bay Elementary to inquire if there were
local community residents in need. Their goal was to help families who were struggling due to job loss
or illness. Recently, through their generosity, several of our Bay families received meals. They were
prepared and delivered by the local restaurant group. This effort was supported through the work of
Bay Teacher, Beth Corpac and Bay Social Worker Marisol Reyes who worked with the local
restaurants. All of the families receiving donations expressed their heartfelt gratitude and could not
believe the generosity of all those involved. This outreach is a perfect example of how our community
bands together and in times of need.
Barton Second Graders Have “Flat” Fun

Local Residents Offering “Pop-Up” Pantry

“The second graders at Barton Elementary are
having fun at home with their teachers. The
teachers sent home “flat” versions of
themselves based on the book “Flat Stanley” by
Jeff Brown. The children are sending photos (see
below), and writing about their adventures.”

Megan Kramer and Justin Viscomi are local
residents looking to help the community during
this difficult time. Together, they have set up a
“Pop-Up” Pantry on Woodycrest Drive in
Farmingville, between Horseblock Road and the
North Service Road. The pantry will be set up
every day from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., weather
permitting.
Community
members seeking
help from the
Pop-Up Pantry
should look for this
sign. You are
encouraged to take
what you need, and
leave what you
don’t.

Canaan Artwork
Beautiful Parabolic Curve design by fifth grader
Jaida Heilman and Circle Design by 4th grader
Isabella Falco, which was inspired by artists
Sonia & Robert Delaunay.
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Virtual Book Club Starting Soon
The High School library is up and running virtually with
many great resources for students and teachers. The library page is broken into two groups, 9th & 10th and 11th
& 12th grades. There are links to the databases, works
cited information, virtual field trips, poetry links, puzzles
and games. You can access all by clicking on the
Resources
page
on
the
left-hand column of the site.
We are excited to announce
that the library also will be
holding a virtual book club (for
both teachers and students)
that will begin next week. The
first book will be Dumplin,
written by Julie Murphy. Visit
the library Schoology page for
more details.
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Oregon Librarian Creates Facebook
Photo Frame
All of us at Patchogue-Medford are
missing being able to be with our
students everyday. Susan Sclafani,
Library Media Specialist at Oregon
Middle School, gave teachers and staff a
way to make sure that everyone knew
just how much we miss our students. She
was able to create a custom frame (see
below) for Facebook to
help faculty and staff
show their PatMed
Pride. Our hope is
as you move through
social media, you see
our love for the Red and
Black!

Teacher Appreciation
In honor of our faculty during Teacher Appreciation Week, we lit
up the Patchogue-Medford High School Raider Stadium field on
Thursday, May 7, at 8:45 p.m. The lights remained on for 20
minutes as we saluted and paid tribute to our outstanding
educators and expressed our gratitude for everything that they
have done and are currently doing for our children and their
families.
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