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Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, Luke has 
lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm, until another "third" convinces him that 
the government is wrong. 
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 
When a twelve-year-old evil genius tries to restore his family fortune by capturing a fairy and demanding a 
ransom in gold, the fairies fight back with magic, technology, and a particularly nasty troll. 
Ask Me No Questions by Marina Budhos 
Fourteen-year-old Nadira, her sister, and their parents leave Bangladesh for New York City, but the 
expiration of their visas and the events of September 11, 2001, bring frustration, sorrow, and terror for the 
whole family. 
The Angel Experiment by James Patterson 
After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group, the "birdkids," who are the result of 
genetic experimentation, take off in pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand their own origins 
and purpose. 
The Battle of the Red Hot Pepper Weenies by David Lubar 
Presents thirty-five humorous short stories from David Lubar, and features the title selection, along with 
"Frankendance," "What's Eating the Vegans?" "Smart Little Suckers," and others. 
The Big Field by Mike Lupica 
When fourteen-year-old baseball player Hutch feels threatened by the arrival of a new teammate named 
Darryl, he tries to work through his insecurities about both Darryl and his remote and silent father, who was 
once a great ballplayer too. 
The Big Splash by Jack Ferraiolo 
Matt Stevens, an average middle schooler with a glib tongue and a knack for solving crimes, uncovers a 
mystery while working with "the organization," a mafia-like syndicate run by seventh-grader Vincent "Mr. 
Biggs" Biggio, specializing in forged hall passes, test-copying rings, black market candy selling, and taking 
out hits with water guns. 
Bluford High (series) by Paul Langan 
Set in urban America and featuring adolescent characters, this series addresses topics and themes relevant 
to today's teenagers. 
The Boy Who Couldn’t Die by William Sleator 
When his best friend dies in a plane crash, sixteen-year-old Ken has a ritual performed that will make him 
invulnerable, but soon learns that he had good reason to be suspicious of the woman he paid to lock his soul 
away. 
The Boy Who Lost His Face by Louis Sachar 
David receives a curse from an elderly woman he has helped his schoolmates attack, and he learns to regret 
his weakness in pandering to others for the sake of popularity before new friends and a very nice girl helps 
him to be a stronger, more assertive person. 
Chicken Boy by Frances O’Roark 
Since the death of his mother, Tobin's family life and school life have been in disarray, but after he starts 
raising chickens with his seventh-grade classmate, Henry, everything starts to fall into place. 
Cirque Du Freak by Darren Shan 
Two boys who are best friends visit an illegal freak show, where an encounter with a vampire and a deadly 
spider forces them to make life-changing choices. 
 
 



The Clique by Lisi Harrison 
Wealthy Massie is determined to exclude middle class Claire, the daughter of her father's old friend, from 
her seventh-grade clique at a very exclusive private school in Westchester, New York, but after Massie 
steals her only friend, Claire strikes back. 
Confessions of a Teenage Drama Queen by Dyan Sheldon 
In her first year at a suburban New Jersey high school, Mary Elizabeth Cep, who now calls herself "Lola," 
sets her sights on the lead in the annual drama production, and finds herself in conflict with the most 
popular girl in school. 
A Corner of the Universe by Ann Martin 
The summer that Hattie turns twelve, she meets the childlike uncle she never knew and becomes friends 
with a girl who works at the carnival that comes to Hattie's small town. 
Criss Cross by Lynne Rae Perkins 
Teenagers in a small town in the 1960s experience new thoughts and feelings, question their identities, 
connect, and disconnect as they search for the meaning of life and love. 
Cry of the Icemark by Stuart Hill 
Princess Thirrin Freer Strong-in-the-Arm Lindenshield forms an army consisting of the Snow Leopards, 
ancient Vampires, and ferocious Wolf-folk in order to protect her kingdom against the armies of the evil 
general Scipio Bellorum. 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid : the Last Straw by Jeff Kinney 
Middle-schooler Greg Heffley nimbly sidesteps his father's attempts to change Greg's wimpy ways until his 
father threatens to send him to military school. 
Eldest by Christopher Paolini 
After successfully evading an Urgals ambush, Eragon is adopted into the Ingeitum clan and sent to finish 
his training so he can further help the Varden in their struggle against the Empire. 
Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine 
In this novel based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the childhood curse that forces her to 
obey any order given to her. 
Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin 
After fifteen-year-old Liz Hall is hit by a taxi and killed, she finds herself in a place that is both like and 
unlike Earth, where she must adjust to her new status and figure out how to "live." 
Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell in Love by Lauren Tarshis 
Spring Fling approaches and seventh-grader Emma-Jean Lazarus applies logic to solve the mystery of her 
friend Colleen's secret admirer, along with other love-related quandaries. 
The End of the Beginning: being the adventures of a small snail (and an even smaller ant) by Avi 
Avon the snail and Edward, a take-charge ant, set off together on a journey to an undetermined destination 
in search of unspecified adventures. 
Eragon by Christopher Paolini 
In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called Eragon finds a mysterious stone that weaves 
his life into an intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, peopled with dragons, elves, and monsters. 
Everlost by Neal Shusterman 
When Nick and Allie are killed in a car crash, they end up in Everlost, or limbo for lost souls, where, 
although Nick is satisfied, Allie will stop at nothing--even skinjacking--to break free. 
The Eye of the World by Robert Jordan 
In the Third Age the bestial Trollocs hunt the villagers, and the Dark One, imprisoned by the Creator at the 
moment of creation, is now stirring in Shayol Ghul. 
Fearless Fernie by Gary Soto 
An illustrated collection of poems about two best friends and the trials of the middle school years. 
The Final Warning by James Patterson 
While on a mission to Antarctica to save the world from global warming, fourteen-year-old Maximum Ride 
and the other members of the Flock--a band of genetically modified children who can fly--are pursued by 
their creator, the Uber-Director, who wants to auction them off to the highest bidder. 
The Fires of Merlin by T.A. Barron 
"Book three of The lost years of Merlin." Having voyaged to the Otherworld in his quest to find himself, 
the young wizard Merlin must face fire in many different forms and deal with the possibility of losing his 
own magical power. 
 



Flush by Carl Hiaasen 
With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, Abbey, must 
gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge tanks into the protected waters 
around their Florida Keys home. 
Found by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
When thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, who are both adopted, learn they were discovered on a plane that 
appeared out of nowhere, full of babies with no adults on board, they realize that they have uncovered a 
mystery involving time travel and two opposing forces, each trying to repair the fabric of time. 
Full Tilt by Neal Shusterman 
When sixteen-year-old Blake goes to a mysterious, by-invitation-only carnival he somehow knows that it 
could save his comatose brother, but soon learns that much more is at stake if he fails to meet the challenge 
presented there by the beautiful Cassandra. 
Girls in Pants: The Third Summer of the Sisterhood by Ann Brashares 
The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants graduates from high school and spends their last summer before 
college learning about life and themselves. 
Ghost Boy by Iain Lawrence 
Unhappy in a home seemingly devoid of love, a fourteen-year-old albino boy who thinks of himself as 
Harold the Ghost runs away to join the circus, where he works with the elephants and searches for a sense 
of who he is. Includes reading group discussion guide. 
Golden Compass by Philip Pullman 
Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend and other kidnapped 
children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North. 
The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 
The orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabitants of a graveyard as a child of eighteen 
months and raised lovingly and carefully to the age of eighteen years by the community of ghosts and 
otherworldly creatures. 
Guys Write for Guys Read by Jon Scieszka 
Contains a collection of short stories, drawings, poems, and memoirs from well-known writers of "guy" 
fiction, written by boys, for boys. Includes pieces by Daniel Pinkwater, Neil Gaiman, Will Hobbs, Stephen 
King, Gary Paulsen, among others. 
HateThat Cat by Sharon Creech 
Jack is studying poetry again in school, and he continues to write poems reflecting his understanding of 
famous works and how they relate to his life. 
Heat by Mike Lupica 
Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from social services after being banned from playing Little 
League baseball because rival coaches doubt he is only twelve years old and he has no parents to offer them 
proof. 
Here Lies the Librarian by Richard Peck 
Fourteen-year-old Eleanor "Peewee" McGrath, a tomboy and automobile enthusiast, discovers new 
possibilities for her future after the 1914 arrival in her small Indiana town of four young librarians. 
The Homework Machine by Dan Gutman 
Four fifth-grade students--a geek, a class clown, a teacher's pet, and a slacker--as well as their teacher and 
mothers, each relate events surrounding a computer programmed to complete homework assignments. 
Hoot by Carl Hiaasen 
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save a 
colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site. 
If I Have a Wicked Stepmother Where’s My Prince? by Melissa Kantor 
High school sophomore Lucy Norton's life is turned upside down when her father remarries and moves 
Lucy to Long Island, where she finds herself in a Cinderella story with a wicked stepmother, two evil 
stepsisters, and Connor, the dashing prince who could make all her dreams come true. 
Ink Heart by Cornelia Funke 
Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father Mo, a bookbinder, can "read" fictional characters to life 
when an evil ruler named Capricorn, freed from the novel "Inkheart" years earlier, tries to force Mo to 
release an immortal monster from the story. 
 
 



Loser by Jerry Spinelli 
Even though his classmates from first grade on have considered him strange and a loser, Donald Zinkoff's 
optimism and exuberance and the support of his loving family do not allow him to feel that way about 
himself. 
The Lost Years of Merlin by T.A. Barron 
A young boy who has no identity nor memory of his past washes ashore on the coast of Wales and finds his 
true name after a series of fantastic adventures. 
Love That Dog by Sharon Creech 
A young student, who comes to love poetry through a personal understanding of what different famous 
poems mean to him, surprises himself by writing his own inspired poem. 
Max the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick 
Max, an oversized fourteen-year-old, embarks on a cross-country mission with a young girl nicknamed 
Worm in an attempt to save her from her abusive stepfather. 
The Mirror of Merlin by T.A. Barron 
Through adventures involving a haunted marsh, talking trees, and the creature called the ballymag, the 
young wizard Merlin continues to experience both his growing powers and his essential humanity. 
The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart 
After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission that requires 
them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there 
are no rules. 
The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place by E.L. Konigsburg 
Upon leaving an oppressive summer camp, twelve-year-old Margaret Rose Kane spearheads a campaign to 
preserve three unique towers her grand uncles have been building in their back yard for over forty years. 
The Paper Doorway by Dean Koontz 
A collection of humorous and spooky poems by suspense novelist Dean Koontz. 
Peeled by Joan Bauer 
In an upstate New York farming community, high school reporter Hildy Biddle investigates a series of 
strange occurrences at a house rumored to be haunted. 
The Postcard by Tony Abbott 
Thirteen-year-old Jason finds an old postcard at his recently-deceased grandmother's house that leads him 
on an adventure blending figures from an old, unfinished detective story with his family's past. 
Princess Academy by Shannon Hale 
While attending a strict academy for potential princesses with the other girls from her mountain village, 
fourteen-year-old Miri discovers unexpected talents and connections to her homeland. 
Puddlejumpers by Mark Jean 
Thirteen-year-old Ernie Banks, abandoned at an orphanage ten years earlier, is drawn into a grand 
adventure that might finally lead him home when he is given a chance to spend three weeks on Russ 
Frazier's farm before being sent to a juvenile detention center, and becomes involved in solving the mystery 
surrounding the kidnapping of Frazier's baby years earlier--a quest that leads him into a world of dark 
secrets, magic, and the underground kingdom of the Puddlejumpers. 
Rats by Paul Zindel 
When mutant rats threaten to take over Staten Island, which has become a huge landfill, fourteen-year-old 
Sarah and her younger brother Mike try to figure out how to stop them.  
Ray and Me : A Baseball Card Adventure by Dan Gutman 
After he learns a hard lesson about wearing his baseball helmet at the plate, Stosh travels back to 1920 to 
try to save minor league baseball player Ray Chapman, who is the only known player to die from being 
struck in the head by a baseball. 
Redwall by Brian Jacques 
A collection of three adventure fantasy stories in the Redwall series including "The Wall," "The Quest," 
and "The Warrior." 
Saving the World and other Extreme Sports by James Patterson. 
The time has come for Max, Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gasman, and Angel to face their ultimate enemy and, 
despite many obstacles, try to save the world from a sinister plan to re-engineer a select population into a 
scientifically superior master race. 
 
 



Savvy by Ingrid Law 
Recounts the adventures of Mibs Beaumont, whose thirteenth birthday has revealed her "savvy"--a magical 
power unique to each member of her family--just as her father is injured in a terrible accident. 
The Scarecrow and his Servant by Philip Pullman 
A scarecrow and his boy servant, Jack, set off on a dangerous adventure as they try to outwit the crooked 
Buffaloni family and stake their claim to valuable Spring Valley. 
Scat by Carl Hiaasen 
Nick and Marta are both suspicious when their biology teacher, the feared Mrs. Bunny Starch, disappears, 
and try to uncover the truth despite the police and headmaster's insistence that nothing is wrong. 
The Second Summer of the Sisterhood by Ann Brashares 
A sequel to "The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants" in which the four girls, now sixteen, embark on 
another summer of travels and life lessons charmed by a shared pair of seemingly magical thrift-store jeans. 
The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants by Ann Brashares 
Carmen decides to discard an old pair of jeans, but Tibby, Lena, and Bridget think they are great and decide 
that whoever the pants fit best will get them. When the jeans fit everyone perfectly, a sisterhood and a 
memorable summer begin. 
Slam! by Walter Dean Myers 
Sixteen-year-old "Slam" Harris is counting on his noteworthy basketball talents to get him out of the inner 
city and give him a chance to succeed in life, but his coach sees things differently. 
Small Steps by Louis Sachar 
Sequel to: Holes. Three years after being released from Camp Green Lake, Armpit is trying hard to keep 
his life on track, but when his old pal X-Ray shows up with a tempting plan to make some easy money 
scalping concert tickets, Armpit reluctantly goes along. 
Smiles to Go by Jerry Spinelli 
Will Tuppence's life has always been ruled by science and common sense but in ninth grade, shaken up by 
the discovery that protons decay, he begins to see the entire world differently and gains new perspective on 
his relationships with his little sister and two closest friends. 
So B. It by Sarah Weeks 
After spending her life with her mentally retarded mother and agoraphobic neighbor, twelve-year-old Heidi 
sets out from Reno, Nevada, to New York to find out who she is. 
Something Invisible by Siobhan Parkinson 
With a new baby sister and a stepfather, the life of eleven-year-old Jake is full of change, but nothing 
prepares him for his relationship with an enigmatic girl, her large family, and the tragedy that strikes them 
all. 
Surviving the Applewhites by Stephanie S. Tolan 
Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the arty and eccentric Applewhite 
family's Creative Academy, where he discovers talents and interests he never knew he had. 
The Teacher’s Funeral by Richard Peck 
In rural Indiana in 1904, fifteen-year-old Russell's dreams of quitting school and joining a wheat threshing 
crew are disrupted when his older sister takes over the teaching at his one-room schoolhouse after mean old 
Myrt Arbuckle "hauls off and dies." 
Things Hoped For by Andrew Clements 
Seventeen-year-old Gwen, who has been living with her grandfather in Manhattan while she attends music 
school, joins up with another music student to solve the mystery when her grandfather suddenly goes 
missing. 
Things Not Seen by Andrew Clements 
When fifteen-year-old Bobby wakes up and finds himself invisible, he and his parents and his new blind 
friend Alicia try to find out what caused his condition and how to reverse it. 
Travel Team by Mike Lupica 
When talented but short Danny doesn’t make the prestigious seventh-grade basketball team, he and his dad, 
a former NBA player, form their own travel team. 
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi 
Thirteen-year-old Charlotte Doyle, the only passenger aboard a seedy ship on a transatlantic voyage from 
England to America in 1832, becomes caught up in a feud between the murderous captain and his mutinous 
crew. 
 



The True Meaning of Smekday by Adam Rex 
Twelve-year-old Gratuity "Tip" Tucci is left to fend for herself after Earth is colonized by aliens and her 
mother is abducted, and must try to stop another alien invasion with only the help of a cat named Pig and 
an alien named J. Lo. 
The Unseen by Zilpha Keatley Snyder 
Feeling angry and out-of-place in her large family, twelve-year-old Xandra finds a magical key to a world 
of ghostly, sometimes frightening, phantoms that help her see herself and her siblings more clearly. 
The Unvisibles by Ian Whybrow 
After twelve-year-old Oliver recites an ancient Indian magical spell and becomes invisible, he enlists the 
aid of his classmate, Nicky. The two of them join forces to undo the damage as well as to help their 
families and themselves. 
The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 
The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an unlikely assortment of heirs who must 
uncover the circumstances of his death before they can claim their inheritance. 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town by Kimberly Willis Holt 
During the summer of 1971 in a small Texas town, thirteen-year-old Toby and his best friend Cal meet the 
star of a sideshow act, 600-pound Zachary, the fattest boy in the world. 
The Wreckers by Iain Lawrence 
Shipwrecked after a vicious storm, fourteen-year-old John Spencer attempts to save his father and himself 
while also dealing with an evil secret about the Cornish coastal town where they are stranded. 
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